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PROGRAM

W E L C O M E
J E N N Y  W O N G ,  A S S O C I A T E  A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R 

C O N V E R S AT I O N
R E E N A  E S M A I L ,  S W A N  F A M I LY  A R T I S T - I N - R E S I D E N C E 

S H A L I N I  H A U P T,  B H A R A T A N A T Y A M  D A N C E R  
A N D  C H O R E O G R A P H E R

J E N N Y  W O N G ,  M O D E R A T O R 

P R E M I E R E  O F  TA R E K I TA
E X C L U S I V E  V I E W I N G  O F  T H E  L O S  A N G E L E S  M A S T E R  C H O R A L E ’ S  

L AT E S T  V I R T U A L  C H O I R  P E R F O R M A N C E ,  TA R E K I TA  B Y  R E E N A  E S M A I L

Q U E S T I O N  &  A N S W E R
P L E A S E  U S E  T H E  C H A T  F E A T U R E  T O  P O S T  

A  Q U E S T I O N  F O R  O U R  P A N E L
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Indian-American composer Reena Esmail works 
between the worlds of Indian and Western classical 
music, and brings communities together through the 
creation of equitable musical spaces. 

Esmail’s work has been commissioned by ensembles 
including the Los Angeles Master Chorale,  Kronos 
Quartet, Imani Winds, Richmond Symphony, Town 
Music Seattle,  Albany Symphony, Chicago Sinfonietta,  
River Oaks Chamber Orchestra, San Francisco Girls 
Chorus, The Elora Festival, Juilliard415, and Yale 
Institute of Sacred Music. Upcoming seasons include 
new work for Seattle Symphony, Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra, Santa Fe Desert Chorale, Amherst College 
Choir and Orchestra, Santa Fe Pro Musica, and 
Conspirare.

Esmail is the Los Angeles Master Chorale’s  
2020–23 Swan Family Artist in Residence, and 
Seattle Symphony’s 2020–21 Composer-in-Residence.  
Previously, she was named a 2019 United States 
Artist Fellow in Music, and the 2019 Grand Prize 
Winner of the S & R Foundation’s Washington Award.  
Esmail was also a 2017–18 Kennedy Center Citizen 
Artist Fellow. Her work has been published by  
C.F. Peters, with a new publication of TaReKiTa by 
Oxford University Press in January 2021.

Esmail holds degrees in composition from The Juilliard 
School (BM’05) and the Yale School of Music (MM’11, 
MMA’14, DMA’18). Her primary teachers have included 
Susan Botti, Aaron Jay Kernis, Christopher Theofanidis 
and Martin Bresnick, Christopher Rouse and Samuel 
Adler. She received a Fulbright-Nehru grant to study 
Hindustani music in India. Her Hindustani music 
teachers include Srimati Lakshmi Shankar and Gaurav 
Mazundar, and she currently studies and collaborates 
with Saili Oak. Her doctoral thesis, entitled Finding 
Common Ground: Uniting Practices in Hindustani 
and Western Art Musicians explores the methods 
and challenges of the collaborative process between 
Hindustani musicians and Western composers.

Esmail was Composer-in-Residence for Street 
Symphony (2016–18) and is currently an Artistic 
Director of Shastra, a nonprofit organization that 
promotes cross-culturual music connecting music 
traditions of India and the West.

She currently resides in Los Angeles, California.

reena esmail
S W A N  FA M I LY  A R T I S T- I N - R E S I D E N C E
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Jenny Wong
A S S O C I AT E  A R T I S T I C  D I R E C TO R

A native of Hong Kong, Jenny Wong has conducted 
and performed in Germany, Austria, New Zealand, 
Australia, Mexico, South Korea, China and across 
the United States. Wong is currently the Associate 
Artistic Director of the Los Angeles Master Chorale. 
She has conducted various programs with the Master 
Chorale and conducted them on tour in performances 
of Orlando di Lasso’s Lagrime di San Pietro, staged 
by Peter Sellars, at the Melbourne International 
Arts Festival in Melbourne, Australia, the Festival 
Internacionale Cervantino in Guanajuato and the 
Palacio de Bellas Artes in Mexico City, Mexico, and 
around the United States. She has prepared choruses 
for Gustavo Dudamel and the LA Philharmonic, 
Susanna Mälkki, Eric Whitacre, María Guinand, and 
Music Academy of the West, including the U.S. premier 
of Tan Dun’s Buddha Passion.

This season, Wong will be conducting Arnold 
Schoenberg’s Pierrot Lunaire and Kate Soper’s 
Voices from the Killing Jar with Long Beach Opera 
at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing 
Arts, in collaboration with WildUp. Last season, Wong  
co-conducted the new opera Sweet Land with opera 
company The Industry, composed by composers 
Du Yun and Raven Chacon, and directed by Yuval 
Sharon and Cannupa Hanska-Luger. Other recent 
engagements and positions have included the Grammy-
winning ensemble Phoenix Chorale in Phoenix, Arizona, 
the Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles, the University of 
the Pacific Conservatory of Music, where she prepared 

choruses for the Stockton Symphony, and All Saints 
Church Pasadena, California. 

Wong has been a conducting fellow for the Oregon 
Bach Festival, Baltimore Chamber Orchestra, Norfolk 
Chamber Music Festival, Distinguished Concerts 
International New York and Hong Kong SingFest, by 
which she conducted the Hong Kong Sinfonietta and 
Hong Kong City Chamber Orchestra. In Hong Kong, 
Wong founded and directed her own female youth 
chorus, Flow Women’s Voices. 

Wong received her Doctor of Musical Arts and Master 
of Music from the University of Southern California, 
where she also taught choral conducting, was 
conductor of the USC Apollo Men’s Choir, and assistant 
conductor of the Donald Brinegar Singers. She earned 
her undergraduate degree in voice performance at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign with highest 
honors. She has given lectures on Chinese choral music 
and is an active clinician for choirs. 

As a singer, Wong sang back-up for Elton John at the 
2013 Emmy Awards and for Barry Manilow. 

Wong was one of the youngest conductors to win 
two consecutive World Champion titles at the World 
Choir Games (China, 2010) and the International 
Johannes Brahms Choral Competition (Germany, 
2011), conducting the Diocesan Girls’ School Choir 
from Hong Kong. 
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Shalini Haupt is currently a senior at the University 
of California, Berkeley studying Cognitive Science 
and Data Science. Shalini is originally from Pasadena, 
California but plans to move to San Francisco after 
graduating this spring to work in finance. Shalini has 
studied Bharatanatyam, one of the oldest forms of 
classical Indian dance, for sixteen years under the 
guidance of her guru Dr. Elizabeth Kurien. Shalini 
had her Arangetram performance, which is the solo 
debut of a Bharatanatyam dancer after many years 
of training, in the summer of 2016. She continues 
to dance with the Pragathi Art Foundation for 
their annual show every summer. In addition to 
Bharatanatyam, Shalini was a member of the Los 
Angeles Children’s Chorus for nine years, with which 
she performed at venues such as the Hollywood 
Bowl and Disney Concert Hall. Outside of school, 
Shalini enjoys working for a student-run social 
impact consulting organization called Net Impact 
and also plays on Berkeley’s club tennis team. Most 
recently, Shalini studied abroad at the University of 
Oxford, where she took courses in philosophy and 
international business.

Shalini Haupt
B H A R ATA N AT Y A M  D A N C E R  A N D  C H O R E O G R A P H E R
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TAREKITA
M U S I C  B Y  R E E N A  E S M A I L

S W A N  F A M I LY  A R T I S T - I N - R E S I D E N C E

Conductor: Jenny Wong
Musical Assistant: Lisa Edwards

Audio Editing: Christian Amonson, Natalie Groom / Arts Laureate
Video Editing: Gabriel Zuniga

Art Direction:  Reena Esmail, Jenny Wong
Bharatanatyam Dancer and Choreographer: Shalini Haupt

Technical Assistance: Suzanne Waters
Producer: Stephen Salts

F E A T U R E D  B H A R ATA N AT Y A M  M U D R A S

Reena Esmail
Scott Graff

Shalini Haupt
Charles Lane

Adrien Tishkowitz
Jenny Wong

The singers of the Los Angeles Master Chorale are represented by the American Guild of  
Musical Artists, AFL-CIO, Elyse Willis, AGMA Delegate.

This performance of TaReKiTa was made possible by a generous gift from Robert and Sally Neely  
in honor of Stephanie Neely, Max Gladstone, and Casey Gladstone.

The Los Angeles Master Chorale’s Swan Family Artist-in-Residence is made possible by  
the Swan Family Trust. 

The Los Angeles Master Chorale’s 2020–21 season is made possible by generous support from the 
members of the Leadership Circle: Abbott Brown and Jerrie Paula Ortega-Brown, Kiki Ramos Gindler and 

David Gindler, Carol and Warner* Henry, Terri and Jerry Kohl, Leeba R. Lessin, Lillian Pierson Lovelace, 
Cheryl Petersen and Roger Lustberg, Jennifer and Evan Rosenfeld, Philip A. Swan, and  

Priscilla and Curtis Tamkin. 

*in memoriam

S O P R A N O 
April Amante
Tamara Bevard
Kelci Hahn
Ayana Haviv
Caroline McKenzie
Holly Sedillos

A LTO 
Amy Fogerson
Michele Hemmings
Callista Hoffman-Campbell
Shabnam Kalbasi
Sharmila G. Lash
Lindsay Patterson Abdou

T E N O R
Shawn Kirchner
Charles Lane
Michael Lichtenauer
Sal Malaki
Anthony Ray
Edmond Rodriguez

B A S S
Scott Graff
Luc Kleiner
Ben Lin
Mark Edward Smith
Adrien Tishkowitz
Shuo Zhai
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Major support is provided by the Colburn Foundation, Dan Murphy Foundation, and Rose Hills Foundation.

Additional support is provided by the National Endowment for the Arts, the Los Angeles County 
Department of Arts and Culture, and the City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs.

LOS ANGELES  
MASTER CHORALE

Kiki & David Gindler Artistic Director | Grant Gershon
President & CEO | Jean Davidson

Associate Artistic Director | Jenny Wong
Swan Family Artist-in-Residence | Reena Esmail

Pianist / Musical Assistant | Lisa Edwards

Chief Artistic Planning Officer | Kevin Koelbl
Director of Production | Susie McDermid

Production Manager | Stephen Salts

Chief Advancement Officer | Elizabeth Greenway
Director of Institutional Giving | Christine Buckley

Events Manager | Brian Tillis
Annual Fund Manager | Brandon Massey

Executive Assistant and Board Liaison | Myrna Diaz

Director of Education | Lesili Beard
Education Associate | Christine Fox

Chief Financial Officer | Steve Neiffer
Compensation and Accounting Specialist | Allie Fukushima

Office Manager | Esther Palacios

Chief Marketing Officer | Mark Berry
Creative Manager | Samantha Sung
Marketing Manager | Selia Aponte
Public Relations | Lisa Bellamore

Photo credits: Reena Esmail and Jenny Wong by Arnaud Pyvka; Shalini Haupt headshot courtesy of the artist
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S P O N S O R S  C I R C L E

Virginia N. and Brian P. Brooks

Kathy Cairo

The SahanDaywi Foundation

Jennifer Diener

Kathleen and James Drummy

Martha Groves

Ms. Jennifer Hoang and Mr. Brian Krechman

David B. Katzin, M.D., Ph.D. and  
Cynthia M. Watson, M.D.

Jenny Soonjin Kim and Chip Baik

Stephen and Eileen Leech

Jane and Edward J. McAniff

Carolyn L. Miller

James Mulally

Ron Myrick

Steven and Jerri Nagelberg

Robert and Sally Neely

Steven P. Neiffer and Eric Lassiter

Marian and John Niles

Linda Pierce

Susan Erburu Reardon and George Reardon

Pamela Reis

Madison F. Richardson, M.D.

Melissa and Alex Romain

Ann and Robert Ronus

Peter Rybolt

Rosemary Schroeder

Laura Smolowe

Eva and Marc Stern

A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R ’ S  C I R C L E

Alicia G. and Edward E. Clark

Judi and Bryant Danner

Dr. Annette L. Ermshar and Mr. Dan Monahan

Denise and Robert Hanisee

Courtland Palmer

Elizabeth and Justus Schlichting

Laney and Tom Techentin

Andrea and Gregory Williams

Abbott Brown and Jerrie Paula Ortega-Brown  

Kiki Ramos Gindler and David Gindler

Carol and Warner* Henry

Terri and Jerry Kohl

Leeba R. Lessin

Lillian Pierson Lovelace

Cheryl Petersen and Roger Lustberg

Jennifer and Evan Rosenfeld

Philip A. Swan

Priscilla and Curtis Tamkin

*in memoriam

T H A N K  YO U  T O  T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  M A S T E R  C H O R A L E
Meet the Artist is a benefit of your annual membership. Your contributions help us achieve our mission to 

share choral music with the widest possible audience. We gratefully acknowledge your support.

L E A D E R S H I P  C I R C L E

DONOR RECOGNITION
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$6,500+ 
Anonymous
Jeff and Joan Beal
Evelyn and Stephen Block
Marla Borowski
Kathleen and  
   Terry* Dooley
Mr. Richard Cullen and  
   Mr. Robert Finnerty
Robin and Craig Justice

$3,000+
The Conrad Schlum  
   Charitable Trust
Ann Graham Ehringer
Evelyn and Norman* 
   Feintech
Dr. Patricia A. Keating
KLM Foundation
Marshall Rutter and 
   Terry Knowles
June and Simon Li
Weta and Allen Mathies
Kenneth and Patricia 
   McKenna
Bea Nemlaha
Susan Olsen
Eric Olson and  
   Carol K. Broede
Ann and John Perkins
Lorraine and Joseph  
   Saunders
Bradley Straatsma
Mr. J. Theodore Struck  
   and Mr. Al Whitley
Ian and Barbara  
   White-Thomson
Dr. Karyn L. Williams

$1,500+
Dr. Andrew Blaine and  
   Dr. Leigh Lindsey
Marjore Chronister
Craig and Mary Deutsche
Dr. and Mrs. William M.  
   Duxler
Richard and Charlotte  
   Eberhart
Richard and Maria Grant
Vince Bertoni and  
   Damon Hein
Ann and Christine Horton

Paul and Missy Jennings
Elissa Johnston and  
   Grant Gershon
Lawrence and Mireya  
   Jones
Barbara Kauppi
Christopher W. Knight
Carolyn Kunin
Thomas and Gloria Lang
Paul Lazarus
Fong Zhi Liu
Richard and Miki Lorentz
John Lundgren in honor  
   of Martha Groves
Robert K. Maloney, M.D.  
   and Nicole Maloney
Dr. Marguerite Marsh
Rob and Christie Martin
Dr. Joseph Matthews
Robert L. Mendow
Chip and Sharyn Moore
Gary and Marina Raines
Brydon and Beverly Shirk
Michael Skloff
Elaine and William  
   Sollfrey
Nancy and Dick Spelke
Vina R. Spiehler
Sue Stamberger
Melanie and Bill Switzer
Maredith Palmer Torres
Betsey Tyler
Ken and Florence  
   Umezaki

$600+
Anonymous
Anahid Agemian
Gregory J. and Nancy 
McAniff Annick
Lesili Beard and  
   Dr. Iris S. Levine
Joni and Miles Benickes
Dr. Christina Benson, M.D.  
   and Dr. Kenneth Wells,  
   M.D.
Susan Bienkowski and  
   Wang Lee
Ms. Mary Louise  
   Blackstone and     
   Mr. Donald Burnett
Wanda Bryant

Barbara Byrne
Resa Chase
Dr. Lawrence and  
   Jane Z. Cohen
Corinna Cotsen and  
   Lee Rosenbaum
Molly Coulson
Debra Danner
Eric M. Davis
Loretta and Glenn  
   Delange
Alfred and Sarah Doering
Amy and Steve Duncan
Kathleen Elowitt
David and Jordan Fabish
Gordon and Vacharee Fell
Michael Fishbein
Jeanie Fiskin
William Flumenbaum in  
   honor of Robert and  
   Ann Ronus
Dr. Harold Frankl, M.D.
Kathie and Alan Freeman
Mary and George Garvey
Bill Gershon
Steve Gilbreath in  
   memory of Lauran  
   Gilbreath
Dianne Hantos and  
   Dr. Peter Hantos
Frank Jarvis
Richard P. Jensen
David and Elizabeth  
   Kalifon
Ms. Dana Breaux Kennedy  
   in memory of  
   Barbara Breaux Minton
Robin Kneubuhl
Ms. Mary E. Kraus
Sarah J. Lang
Dr. Morten Lauridsen
Susan and Bob Long
Faith and Thomas Lyons
Masako Maki
Virginia Mancini
Beverly Marksbury
Linda May Suzar and  
   Jack Suzar in honor of  
   David Gindler
Dr. Marc and Mrs.  
   Stephanie Mayerson
Barbara Mensendiek

Dr. Nicholas K. Menzies  
   and Dr. Melinda  
   Herrold-Menzies
Julie Okun
Kay M. Paietta
Emilie Pallos
Clifford and Joyce Penner
Thomas Peterson
Marilyn J. Prewoznik
Faith Raiguel and  
   Billy Weber
Carol and François  
   Rigolot
Holly and Al Ristuccia  
   in memory of Anne and  
   Harrison Price
Penelope C. Roeder, Ph.D.
Kenneth Roehrs and  
   Sara McGah
Carli V. Rogers
Deborah F. Rutter
Sue and Martin Sherman  
   in memory of  
   Everett Meiners
Brendt and Tracey  
   Stallings
Arthur H. Streeter
David and Carolyn  
   Thomas
Marjorie Thomson
Rick and Becky Thyne
Donna Toulmin
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E.  
   Tranquada
Anita and Harold Tsuji
Bill and Jane Tully
Christine Upton
Janet van Adelsberg in  
   memory of Madge van  
   Adelsberg
Margot Webb
Dr. Bob Weinman
Amy P. Westling in  
   memory of Daniel J.  
   Chaney
Michele and David Wilson
Wade and Gaia Winter

*in memoriam 
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Named for Los Angeles Master Chorale’s founding music director, the 
Roger Wagner Society honors and recognizes individuals who have 
expressed their commitment to the art of choral music by making an 
endowment or planned gift benefitting the Master Chorale.    

Through this support, Roger Wagner Society members ensure the long-
term fiscal stability of the Master Chorale by creating a legacy that 
preserves a vital cultural resource for future generations.  

The Master Chorale works with The Music Center Foundation as our 
partner in the secure investment and stewardship of your planned gift.

Roger Wagner Society

T H A N K  YO U  F O R  YO U R  S U P P O R T

To learn more about becoming a member of the Roger Wagner Society, please contact Elizabeth Greenway, 
Chief Advancement Officer, at egreenway@lamasterchorale.org or 213-972-3114. 

Michael Breitner

Abbott Brown

Raun and Jerry Burnham

Colburn Foundation

Elizabeth Hofert Dailey*

William Davis*, in honor of  
Ted McAniff

Ann Graham Ehringer

Hon. Michael W. Fitzgerald and 
Patrick Fitzgerald in honor of 

James P. Fitzgerald

Claudia* and Mark Foster

Kathie and Alan Freeman

Janice Roosevelt Gerard

Kiki Ramos Gindler and  
David Gindler

Denise and Robert Hanisee

Geraldine Healy*

Violet Jabara Jacobs*

David and Elizabeth Kalifon

Stephen A. Kanter*

Marshall Rutter and Terry Knowles

Joyce* and Kent Kresa

Lesley Leighton

Louise Lepley*

Marjorie and Roger* Lindbeck

Patricia A. MacLaren

Drs. Marguerite and Robert* Marsh

Jane and Edward J. McAniff

Nancy and Robert Miller*

Diane Morton

Raymond R. Neevel*

Joyce and Donald J.* Nores

Robert W. Olsen*

Courtland Palmer

Cheryl Petersen and  
Roger Lustberg

Anne Shaw and Harrison Price*

Elizabeth and Hugh Ralston

Susan Erburu Reardon and  
   George Reardon

Elizabeth Redmond*

Penelope C. Roeder, Ph.D.

Phyllis and Larry Rothrock*

Carolyn and Scott Sanford

Barbara and Charles Schneider*

Dona* and David Schultz

Martha Ellen Scott*

Shirley and Ralph Shapiro,  
in honor of Peter Mullin

Nancy and Richard Spelke

Sue Stamberger

George Sterne and Nicole Baker

Francine and Dal Alan* Swain

Philip A. Swan

Dr. Jonathan Talberg

Laney and Tom Techentin

Madge van Adelsberg*

Margaret White

Robert Wood*

*in memoriam 


